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May 5, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

This weekend, in honor of the Ridgewood High School Class of 2020, the RHS Alumni Association 

showed their support for the seniors by hanging personalized banners throughout town.  We know this 

brought many smiles to seniors and their families.   

 

Although Governor Murphy canceled the remainder of the in-person school year, we are determined to 

make our honored traditions and social events memorable for seniors and their families.  The District 

and RHS administrators have explored all options and ideas about how best to host these events.  We 

have spoken, and will continue to speak with local and State officials, Ridgewood Police officers, and 

District and Bergen County administrators in our effort to make the best decisions for our seniors. 

We know that nothing can make up for the loss of Graduation and the senior events leading up to it.  We 

are mourning, just as you are, as we look forward to celebrating these milestones with seniors each 

year.  Faced with the current circumstances, we believe the following plans will allow us to capture the 

moments that are the essence of senior year. 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks will be delivered to RHS sometime in June.  A distribution plan is being developed to deliver 

them to all seniors. 

 

Banners 

The RHS Alumni Association banners are a gift to the seniors.  Please leave them hanging until the 

close of the school year.  Seniors may take them down on June 24. 

 

Graduation 

So that ALL seniors can participate, we are developing plans for two graduations.  All members of the 

senior class will participate in the first plan, and any students who wish to will also be able to participate 

in the second.  First, on a day between June 8-12, and following all appropriate social distancing rules, 

seniors will be asked to dress for graduation in gowns and tuxedos and have their parents/guardians 

drive them to RHS at pre-assigned times.  Each senior will then walk along the front lawn, at acceptable 

distances, have their name read, have a picture taken in front of the school with their immediate family, 

and continue walking down the ramp to Heermance Place to get back in their car to return home.  There 

will be no audience in attendance. 

 

This “ceremony” would take place over several hours and days so that all the video footage can be 

captured and edited for a “live” video.  This video will be posted on the school’s YouTube account for 

all to view on June 23 or earlier if possible.    

 

Second, depending on the directives set forth by Governor Murphy, and if guidelines regarding social 

distancing and restrictions on large group congregations are lifted or lessened in such a way as to allow a 

live in-person ceremony, an additional graduation will be scheduled on July 28.  If the crisis situation 

does not allow for the event to be held on that date, the live in-person ceremony graduation will be 

postponed to Thanksgiving weekend. 

Est. 1892 



 

Project Graduation & Prom 

If directives set forth by the governor allow, Project Graduation will be combined with the Prom for an 

offsite dinner dance on July 28.  Seniors will then return to BF for an evening of fun.  

If Project Graduation cannot occur on July 28, a possible dinner dance will be offered Thanksgiving 

weekend.  

 

Questions  

If you have any questions, please contact 12th Grade Advisor, Mr. Pizzuto, at 201-670-2800 ext. 20503 

or bpizzuto@ridgewood.k12.nj.us. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

Principal 
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